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From the Presidenté 

 

Dear fellow Blonde breeders and ABAA members. 

  

 2011 has been a most challenging year ï especially if you got hit with the winter 

  blizzard, spring flooding or the summer drought and wildfires, or a combination of all. 

  My thought is this:  we just get up, dust ourselves off, thank God for what we have and  

  get ready to make up for lost ground next year.  Until then, I hope everybody has time  

  over the holidays to spend with family and friends. 

 

 I look forward to serving as president one more year with a great set of directors and hope to see you at 

the annual meeting next year in 2012. 

                                                   .                                                                                                                     

                                                                           Doug Diebold                                                                                                                          

                                                                           918/521-9976    

 

 

 

HERDBOOK WORK NEEDED 
  

 Lots of cattle were sold this year as 

cattlemen found they didnôt have enough pasture or 

water due to weather effects.  Please send in the 

certificates on those animals no longer in your herd 

so they can be shown as inactive.  Then, the herd 

book numbers will be a true reflection of numbers 

of active Blonde cattle in the USA. 

 Of course, adding to the herdbook with more 

registrations is also a good thing to do.  All the 

calves can be entered, either as registered or as 

compute only.  The numbers and the performance 

data give the true picture of Blonde cattle today. 

           US mail and email registrations are both 

acceptable. 

 

2012 MEMBERSHIP FEES DUE NOW 

 
 Membership fees for 2012 are due now at 

the ABAA office.  Statements were mailed the first 

of December. These are the categories of 

membership and the corresponding costs to renew 

for 2012: 

 Active membership            $50 

 Associate membership       $50 

 Commercial membership   $25. 

 

 Some members have already renewed and 

their early payment is really appreciated.  If your 

contact information has changed this past year, 

please submit the changes with your renewal check. 



 

2011 ANNUAL MEETING A LA EAST TEXAS 

 
 The 2011 annual membership meeting of the ABAA was held on Saturday, October 1, 2011 at Greenhill 

Farm outside Grand Saline.  Despite the drought gripping Texas, there were still Blonde cattle to see, some tasty 

food to be shared and plenty of good visiting among members.   

         

  Members arrived from Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, North 

Dakota, Oklahoma, Texas, Wisconsin and 

Alberta, Canada.  Those members who made 

the long drive to Texas were surely 

appreciated.  Some ABAA members stayed on 

the farm with the Garretts while others lodged 

in Mineola, east of the farm.  On Friday 

evening the members met for dinner in Grand 

Saline and catching up on the news from this past year.  The weather was a 

common topic for all. 

 Saturday morning the members came back to the farm for this important annual membership gathering.  

President Doug Diebold chaired the meeting which featured office reports about membership, registrations and 

transfers.  ABAA treasurer Cliff Easley gave a favorable financial statement showing the ABAA continues to 

operate in the black under the thrifty directions of the board.  Three directors were elected for three-year terms:  

Cliff Easley of Mississippi, Pierre Livaudais of Louisiana and Jay Opoien of North Dakota.    

 The proposed amendment to the ABAA Rules and Bylaws about 1/29 Robertsonian translocation was 

thoroughly discussed.  A vote was taken, including ballots submitted by mail.  The required 2/3 majority of 

votes was not met, and the proposal for the amendment did not pass. 

  Lunch featuring Texas-style barbecue was served at the farm with a special homemade cake decorated 

with the ABAA logo.  While lunch settled, members were tested on their 

knowledge of member states and cattle management.  Everyone put on their 

thinking caps and got very quiet for a while.  The member with the most 

correct answers ï and that was most of the answers 

ï was Virginia McCoy of Stigler, OK.                                        

 The group adjourned to the barn down the 

hill and took yet another quiz on local plants and 

pests as well as guessed about the weights of a 

Greenhill square and round bale.  The winner of the plant/pest quiz was Mary 

Crabtree of Denison, TX. LaDonna Diebold of Fort Gibson, OK guessed the best 

weight for the large bale, and again Virginia McCoy won by guessing the best 

weight for the small bale..  Hurray for 

the women members of ABAA! 

 A hayride took the members 

around the farm to see animals and 

pastures.  The day finished with a 

fantastic steak dinner at a local 

restaurant in Mineola.  By Sunday 

afternoon all had returned home to 

their Blondes.   It was a pleasure to have so many members attend the 

meeting and demonstrate their support of the ABAA once again. 
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                    MEET THE ABAA DIRECTORS 

 

From the left:  Jay Opoien, Rick Wester, Doug Diebold, Ed 

Moss, Pierre Livaudais, Clayton Bryant, Janella Garrett and 

Cliff Easley.  Not pictured is Philip Leibold who was unable to 

attend. 

 Following the annual meeting, the directors met to elect 

officers and to plan for the 2011 spring planning retreat.  A 

motion was made to retain the 2010 slate of officers, and this 

motion carried unanimously.  The officers are these: 

 

  PRESIDENT   Doug Diebold, OK      VICE-PRESIDENT   Jay Opoien, ND 

        918/521-9976                  701/361-8740 

        doubledcattle@yahoo.com                                          jayopoien@gmail.com 

 

             SECRETARY    Janella Garrett, TX           TREASURER     Cliff Easley, MS 

          903/569-2220                  662/983-4331 

          janella@greenhillfarm.net             easley.cooper@ms.metrocast.net 

   

 Clayton Bryant ï AL          P. C. Leibold, VT               Pierre Livaudais, LA 

       334/222-9631            802/426-4086                     985/796-5516 

       claybarb@andycable.com     beefbypfb@yahoo.com                  plivaudais@bellsouth.net 

 

        Ed Moss, OK     Rick Wester, WI 

        918/772-2844          715/646-2447 

       Jamesmoss78@hotmail.com                rwester@centurytel.net 

 

 The directors will meet in Memphis, TN on Saturday, March 31, 2012.  Call or email them to share your 

ideas and thoughts about the ABAA.  All members are welcome to attend.  Look for details about the meeting 

on the ABAA website, www.blondecattle.org. 

    

REPEAT STIPEND WINNER FROM LOUISIANA  
 

 Jeremiah Molden of Louisiana has repeated his success in the show ring again in 2011.  He showed his 

Blonde heifer again this year and added a Blonde bull to his show string.  Both animals did very well for him, 

and he received two stipends this year from the ABAA for his presentation of them throughout the show year.  

Jeremiah is also registering the first Blonde calf born to his heifer and plans to show the two of them as a 

cow/calf pair.  Congratulations to this young man for a job well done for him, the breed and agriculture! 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

                                                                                                                        

Livaudais Farm 
 

.ƭƻƴŘŜ ŘΩ!ǉǳƛǘŀƛƴŜ /ŀǘǘƭŜ 
 

F. Pierre Livaudais              (985)796-5516 Home 
P.O. Box 568                           (985)626-1144 Office 
Folsom, LA  70437              (985)626-1184 Fax 
plivaudais@bellsouth.net           www.livaudaisfarm.com 
 

mailto:doubledcattle@yahoo.com
mailto:jayopoien@gmail.com
mailto:janella@greenhillfarm.net
mailto:easley.cooper@ms.metrocast.net
mailto:claybarb@andycable.com
mailto:beefbypfb@yahoo.com
mailto:plivaudais@bellsouth.net
mailto:Jamesmoss78@hotmail.com
mailto:rwester@centurytel.net
http://www.blondecattle.org/
mailto:plivaudais@bellsouth.net
http://www.livaudaisfarm.com/



